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Italian Design Doesn’t Give Up
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plants at the end of March and to satisfy orders that we expect to see as many states begin to
allow our retail customers to re-open on a limited basis over the next several weeks. Moving
forward, we will operate the business as customer demand dictates and are hopeful that as
more retailers re-open, we will be able to increase production accordingly and bring additional employees back to work.”
Darrow added: “Last week, several La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries stores in a few markets
opened, based on applicable state and local guidelines, and we were pleased with consumer
response. The stores are operating with strict health, safety and social distancing guidelines in
place for the safety and comfort of our employees and customers. We plan to continue to open
stores over the next several weeks when it is deemed safe by various states to do so and state
closure orders in the respective markets permit.”
The company continues to prioritize the health and safety of its employees and customers
by building upon the health, sanitation, and safety practices it already had in place across all
facilities, and is following guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and the World Health Organization (WHO). The company remains focused on managing the business to preserve cash and to ensure the continued liquidity of the company.

From NEXT Events

Ɇ NEXT Events announced the launch of a new matchmaking event. Beginning in May,
NEXT Virtual Meetings will bring together respected design professionals and highly regarded suppliers from the safety and convenience of their home.
Transcending the challenges of the current economy, NEXT Virtual Meetings will invite a
hand-selected group of decision-making buyers in the interior design industry to forge new
relationships and intimate connections via Zoom video conferencing. From the comfort and
safety of home, design professionals will connect with suppliers and manufacturers within a
two-hour conference session, divided into four one-to-one matchmaking meetings for each
participant. All pre-qualified buyers will be compensated $100 for their participation. The
pre-qualified buyers will include interior designers and architects responsible for specifying
and purchasing products as well as purchasing companies responsible for furniture, fixtures
and equipment (FF&E).
“Given the current circumstances to practice social distancing, NEXT Virtual Meetings
opens a new door for the design industry to network and stay connected,” said Michael
Schneider, president and CEO of NEXT Events. “We will bring together design professionals as well as suppliers and manufacturers to connect and develop relationships despite the
stay-at-home orders. Each virtual meeting will allow participants to share creative ideas and
solutions for continuing momentum.”
NEXT Virtual Meetings has scheduled three upcoming match dates: Wednesday, May 13
(1 to 3 p.m. p.m. EDT); Wednesday, May 27 ( to 3 p.m. EDT), and Wednesday, June 10 (1 to 3
p.m.). Interested buyers and sellers can apply through the online portal. The cost for sellers to
participate is $995 per company with a portion of the proceeds benefiting Hospitality Cares
Coronavirus Fund to assist hospitality professionals who have experienced financial challenges as a result of the pandemic. To learn more about NEXT Virtuals Meetings or to apply, please
visit: https://nextvirtualmeetings.com/
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